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5 November 1985

- KGB defector recants,

flees to Soviet Embassy

By Nancy J. Schwerzier
and Versom & Guidey .
Wuuq-lizulﬂnam

WASHINGTON — vVitaly Yur-
chenko, a high-ranking KGB officer
pictured as a prized defector to
Washington, turned up at the Soviet
Embassy here yesterday and ac-
cused the United States of abducting
him, h him against his will
and offering 81 million for his coop-
eration

“On a buainess trip to italy, | was
forcibly abducted,” Mr. Yurchenko
said at an extraordinary news con-
ference at the embassy. “I was forced
to take some drugs and denied the
opportunity to get in touch with offi-
clal Soviet representatives.”

He said he was able to “break out
to freedom” Saturday when supervi-
sion over him was relaxed. He said
that his time in the United States
was “three horrible months for me”
and that he now only wished to be
among family and friends.

Mr. Yurchenko's return to Soviet
control and his accusations dumb-
founded official W .

The State Department hurriedly
issued a statement denouncing Mr.
Yurchenko's allegations as “com-
pletely false and without founda-
tion.”

Charles Redman, departmental
spokesman, asserted that Mr. Yur-
chenko “defected of his own volition”
to the U.S. Embassy in Rome on
Aug. 1.

Mr. Yurchenko, ?Jo&au he had
not cooperated with U.S. authorities,
to the best of his

any secret information,” he said.
When drugged, he went on, “I don't
kmwwhatlmdnmga-sa

, [was
abducted. I was forced
to take some drugs.99

VITALY YURCHENKO

telligence, said after being briefed on
the matter by CIA Director William
. Yurchenko had been permit-
ted to do “recreation-t thi e
that e 2Tways voni el i1
senator said, Eut he did not elabo-
o -sald. but he did not elab

rate.

Senator Durenberger said that it
was precisely use Mr. Yurchen-
ko *wasn't being drugged ... he
wasn't held in chains” that he was
able to get to the et Em .

€ _senator said that Mr. Yur-

chenko disagFaid on SatuE% af-
ter to show up for a sc
dinner “with the ﬁ?ﬁ' and that h

at he

telephoned FEC"CX officials during
the wee or yesterday to inform
them of his decision.

Sen. Patrick Leahy, D-Vt.. vice
c e Intelligence commit-
tee. sald. “We Rave one of two
things. Either he's trying to make up
a st to ck into the

2 _story to get back into the good
graces of the people he's with, or he
was a dou t all along.®

The State ;SE £

partment an-
nounced Sept. 26 that he had defect-
ed in August tn Rome. The depart-
ment said at the time that he was
the fifth-ranking man in the Soviet
intelligence agency, “spectfically re-
sponsible for the direction of KGB
intelligence operations in the U.S.
and Canada.”

Mr. Yurchenko was stationed in
ltaly at the time. From 1975 to 1980,
ltlsbeuevadthatheservedasapo-
litical officer at the Soviet Embassy
in Washington.

Senalor Durenberger maintained

that information rovided to the CIA
bz Mr. Yurcﬁenl%o since his defec-
tion so far ha N _proved valid.
“All the stories checked out.” the
senator said.

In_particular, information be-
lieved to have been suppiied b Mr.
Yurchenko led federa] ooe nts 'z! Ed-
ward Howard, a former CIA empioy-

e suspected of giving secret infor-
mation t the 55«% who has since
disappeared.

Sénator Duren said that in-
formai igo_‘_n sZu%e
ow case n v, ed”
and that there was "no Indicao o of
false information.

At the news conference, Mr. Yur-
chenko said that the CIA offered him
$1 million tax free, plus salary and
benefits worth another $180.000 a
year for life, in exchange for his co-
operation.

He said he was held at a “safe
house” on Virginia's Route 17 near

-Fredericksburg,

The Soviet said he met with Mr.
Casey once during the past three
months and that he was d ed at
the time. “Later | have only vague
recollections of the conversation. but
it was a general conversation of
vague policy issues regarding the
summit — the things they usually
write about in the newspapers.”

According to Mr. Redman, of the
State Department. Mr. Yurchenko
signed a written request for asyium
and was granted it. Since his arrivaj
in the United States he “willingly co-
operated” with the CIA and the FBJ
“In providing information about So-
viet intelligence activities throughout
théBworld and the organization of the
KGB.”

Mr. Yurchenko. he added. had
the right to return to the Soviet
Union, but the Reagan administra-
tion would insist on meeting him in
person to satisfy itself that he was
making the choice freely.
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The unusually s ropagi-

-da exploitation of mm%om
by the Soviets came ag Secretar of
State George P. Shuitz was opeing
@ series of meetings in Moscw (N
preparation for the upcomingum-
mit between President R and
leader Mikhatl S, Gorbehev..
oo e ad g
"ONference that there “an
‘?[mm rocess” of orma-
! o in
Llﬁtg?)? Els defection back p the So-

"-'.‘ra_lfn"t:e CIA had been “fd phony
y n, wouid have -
ed some kind of a ruse - tie serator
said. addling that e theught If more
unilkely that “we gidn't spot a poten-
tal cgg throy

d throwes.”
.~ Senator Durenbfrger said that
y

the Unfted States did not loge an
sersitive _information_and in fact
that the Soviets could have * on
their faces™ because they gave up in-
forrhation that was sugﬁé d Mr.
?E enko. The senator dismissed
smportance of any information

1¢ im

Mr. Yurchenito might be able to sup-
9!% the Soviets ;E%ﬁ!m debri

eryone knows how to do that -
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~ George Carver, a former ClA off}-
cial, said last night that he doubted
the initfal defection was a ruse.
“Elaborate deceptions iike that are a
lot easier to set up in Chapter 23 of a
6py novel than they are in the real
world . . . to my mind. the simpler
theory and more persuasive one was
‘that you had a man who genuinely |
-wanted to defect, then had second
thoughts and changed his mind.”

Senator Durenberger said, “I
, thin 3 ncy {8 as surprised as
anzg c§.‘

. Sey gave me the lmgrmlon
t the ma e decision on
-his own,” Mr. Durenbef%er
» - However, the senator sald the
ncy was “not fully sati; al
r. Yurchenko's return to the Sovi-
ets was volunt%!. and the senator
~said the CIA would attempt to deter--
 miné_ whether fie has mental prob-
.lerns or was genuinely séeking to re-
-turn to the gvfet& B
said that re-

Senator Duren
gardless of the reasons for Mf. Yur-

v

".chenko's return to the Soviets.’

“we've been gullible.” but {f the CIA
-was “taken in . . . they've been taken
in by a pro.”
W, Gil-

ashington ts
bert A. Lewthwnig and Robert

"Timberg contributed to this articie.




